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which may secure the quiet of the republic of Holland
against any enterprise from the part of France.

"V. The King consents likewise, that a secure and con-
venient barrier should be formed for the empire, and for the
house of Austria.

"VI. Notwithstanding Dunkirk cost the King very great
sums, as well to purchase it, as to fortify it; and that it is
further necessary to be at very considerable expense for
razing the works, His Majesty is willing however to engage
to cause them to be demolished, immediately after the con-
clusion of the peace, on condition, that, for the fortifications
of that place, a proper equivalent, that may content him, be
given him : And, as England cannot furnish that equivalent,
the discussion of it shall be referred to the conferences to
be held for the negotiation of the peace.

"VII. When the conferences for the negotiation of the
peace shall be formed, all the pretensions of the princes and
states, engaged in the present war, shall be therein discussed
bonafide, and amicably: And nothing shall be omitted to
regulate and terminate them, to the satisfaction of all the
parties.

" MESNAGER."

These overtures are founded upon the eighth article of
the Grand Alliance, made in one thousand seven hundred
and one; wherein are contained the conditions, without
which a peace is not to be made; and whoever compares
both, will find the preliminaries to reach every point pro-
posed in that article, which those who censured them at
home, if they spoke their thoughts, did not understand : for
nothing can be plainer, than what the public hath often been
told, that the recovery of Spain from the house of Bourbon
was a thing never imagined, when the war began, but a just
and reasonable satisfaction to the Emperor. Much less
ought such a condition to be held necessary at present, not
only because it is allowed on all hands to be impracticable,
but likewise because, by the changes in the Austrian and
Bourbon families, it would not be safe: neither did those,
who were loudest in blaming the French preliminaries,
know any thing of the advantages privately stipulated for
Britain, whose interests, they assured us,- were all made a